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INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON “CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN IN STEM FIELDS” 

Objectives: 

• To celebrate the achievements and accomplishments of women in Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics  

• Promoting public awareness and appreciation about women scientists. 

• To recognize the challenges and foster a sense of gender equality 

Description:   

On 11, March, 2024, Department of Botany (CURIE Grant (DST)) St. Bede’s College celebrated 

International Women’s Day to recognize the importance of women in STEM Fields. The theme 

for the event was “Invest in Women: Accelerate Progress”. The department organized an 

International Webinar on “Contribution of Women in STEM Fields” for Post Graduate students 

in the seminar hall. Dr. Oliver B Villaflores, University of Santo Tomas, Philippines and Dr. 

Satish Sharma, Professor and Head of Department of Electronics and Computer Science; RTM 

Nagpur University were the resource persons for the event. They discussed the contribution of 

women scientists in modern science and technology.  He discussed recent women scientists and 

their technological achievements. He also informed the students about various biological 

techniques used to extract bioactive compounds from plants and their medicinal uses to mankind.   

Outcomes 

 The session was an extremely enlightening and informative experience for post graduate 

students. They gained a lot of knowledge about the contribution of women scientists in modern 

day science. In conclusion, the lecture contributed to the overall educational and intellectual 

development of our students. 

Session II- Presentation on “An Ode to Unsung Heroes” 

Objectives: 

⚫ To promote awareness  and scientific literacy among women student 

⚫ To discuss the various barriers and stereotypes hindering women participation in science 

⚫ To discuss the contribution of women scientists  

⚫ To spread awareness about the various schemes launched by Government for women 

scientists 

 

Description 

In celebration of International Women’s Day, Dr Sapna Sharma, Department of Physics, St. 

Bede's College delivered a presentation on “An Ode to Unsung Heroes”. This initiative aimed to 

enhance the awareness about the contribution of women scientists in designing the periodic table. 

The contribution of Marie Curie, Lise Meitner, Ida Noddak, Margaret Todd, Marguerite Perey 



and Darleane Hoffman was remembered. Their inventions and innovations have enriched the 

mind of students. 

Outcome: 

The attendees gained understanding of the global challenges experienced by women scientists. 

The presentation also encouraged and inspired the students to participate in research activities 

related to scientific issues. 

Session III- Panel-Discussion on “Contribution of Women in STEM Fields” 

Objectives 

• To spread message about gender equality and women rights 

• To encourage teamwork among women 

• To analyze the problematic impacts of sexual inequalities 

• To inspire the students from the journey of women scientists 

Description 

On the occasion of International Women’s day, there was a panel discussion in which, Dr. Neha 

Katoch (RGGDC, Chaura Maidan, Shimla), Dr. Sapna Sharma, Dr. Shweta Thakur, Ms Neha 

Walia, Dr. Kusum, Dr. Preeti Kaundal, Ms. Titiksha, Dr. Sangeeta Sharma of St. Bede’s college 

discussed their journey into science and various challenges that women faces while building their 

carrier. They also discussed the differences in education sector pertaining to females. They 

discussed the changes need to include in scientific system to make it more inclusive for females 

in science. They advised the students about various career options available in science. Post 

graduate students actively participated in the panel discussion.  

Outcomes 

The event increased student’s knowledge about the contribution of women scientists both 

individually and collectively. Students were inspired by the great words of dignitaries. It helped 

the students to gain confidence in order to achieve greater things in life.  
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