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GUEST LECTURE ON “TRADITIONAL ETHNOBOTANICAL KNOWLEDGE OF 

NATIVE PLANT DIVERSITY FROM HIMACHAL 

Objectives: 

• To provide insights into the ethnobotanical knowledge of indigenous communities of 

H.P. regarding native plant species, their uses, cultural significance, and conservation 

practices. 

• To provide important educational experience for students based on real life experiences 

of resource person. 

Description: 

The Department of Botany, St. Bede's College organized a guest lecture on “Traditional 

Ethnobotanical Knowledge of Native Plant Diversity from Himachal “on 29Th November, 2023 

for Post Graduate and Under Graduate students in the auditorium. The resource person for the 

guest lecture was Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist E, ICFRE, HFRI, Panthaghati, Shimla. During the 

session, Dr. Jishtu imparted valuable information to the students about the diverse 

Ethnobotanical plants found in Himachal Pradesh and their potential applications for mankind. 

His presentation covered the multifaceted uses of these plants, including their roles as dyes, food 

sources, timber, medicinal resources, and other Non-Timber Forest Products. 

Dr. Jishtu underscored the significance of hands-on experiences such as field visits and 

interactions with ethnic communities in the realm of Ethnobotany. This emphasis on practical 

exposure highlighted the importance of connecting theoretical knowledge with real-world 

applications. Overall, the session proved to be insightful and enriched the students with 

comprehensive insights into the field of Ethnobotany 

Outcomes: 

• Students gained knowledge about the native plant diversity of Himachal Pradesh. 

• Lecture also imparted deeper understanding of the importance of traditional 

ethnobotanical knowledge and its role in preserving native plant diversity. 

• Students were inspired to explore further studies in ethnobotany, traditional knowledge 

systems, and conservation biology. 

• Awareness of the threats to native plant diversity, such as habitat loss, climate change, 

and overexploitation. 
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